
Awards

The EACR Cancer Researcher Award

The European Association for Cancer Research confers the EACR Cancer Researcher Award in
recognition of an outstanding contribution in the field of fundamental research in cancer. This award
is presented on an annual basis to a member of the Association with no more than 15 years post
doctoral experience.

On the occasion of EACR-21 the award will be presented to Kevin Ryan.

Kevin Ryan started his research career at The Beatson Institute for
Cancer Research, Glasgow, UK, where he worked as a graduate
student studying the role of Myc, Max and Mad in processes of
myeloid differentiation. After obtaining his PhD in 1996, he moved to
the US National Cancer Institute in Frederick, Maryland to undertake
post-doctoral studies with Karen Vousden. It was there that his
interest in cell death in cancer began while working on cell death
pathways downstream of p53. During this time, he provided evidence
of the importance of cell death to p53-mediated tumour suppression
and made the important link between p53 and NF-kB in the control

of tumour cell death. In 2002, Prof. Ryan was awarded a Cancer Research UK Senior Fellowship to
aid the establishment of his own research team back at The Beatson Institute focused on identification
and characterisation of factors controlling tumour cell death.

Since establishing the Tumour Cell Death Laboratory at the Beatson Institute, Professor Ryan’s
team has made a number of important discoveries relating to the regulation of cell death in tumour
development and cancer therapy. Most notable amongst these discoveries was the discovery of
DRAM1, the first p53 target gene to be described which regulates autophagy. Autophagy is a catabolic
membrane trafficking process which, like apoptosis, is an evolutionarily conserved, genetically defined
process that regulates cell viability. Different to apoptosis, however, autophagy appears to have
context specific roles in cell death regulation and evidence exists too that autophagy can be both
oncogenic and tumour suppressive. In addition, autophagy has multiple roles in protecting us against
other pathological states including neurodegeneration, infection, inflammation and diabetes. More
recent studies in the Ryan lab, which form the central theme of this award lecture, have been focused
on understanding where and how autophagy may contribute to tumour development and how tumour-
associated autophagy may be selectively targeted for cancer therapy, without effect on beneficial forms
of autophagy in normal tissues.

Professor Ryan has published 45 scientific manuscripts in leading international journals and has
received a number of awards for his research. In 2009, Professor Ryan was elected a Fellow of
The Society of Biology.

EACR Cancer Researcher Award Lecture 2010

Kevin Ryan, UK
Highly Commended: Pierre Sonveaux, Belgium

xiv



Awards ejc supplements 8, no. 5 (2010) xiv–xv xv

EACR Honorary Membership

Sonja Levanat
William Gullick

EACR Meeting Bursary Awards

Clara Andradas, Spain; Yusuf Baran, Turkey; Alessandra Bisio, Italy; Kieran Brennan, Ireland; Anna Rita
Cantelmo, Italy; Maria Cortés, Spain; Mariana Emerenciano, Brazil; Petra Fritsche, Germany; Stefania
Gastaldi, Italy; Elena Gonzalez Gugel, Spain; An Hendrix, Belgium; David Herrero Martin, Switzerland;
Katrin Höland, Switzerland; Anchit Khanna, Finland; Franck Ladam, France; Marco Macagno, Italy;
Nicola MacLaine, UK; Pawel Mazur, Germany; Elaine McSherry, Ireland; Monique Melis, UK; Valerie
Meniel, UK; Veronica Moncho, Spain; Naushad Moti, UK; Annalisa Mupo, Italy; Peter Noy, UK;
Paula Ofek, Israel; Teona Ontikatze, Germany; Chern Oon, UK; Sven Petersen, UK; Felicia Peterson
Cavalher, Brazil; Celine Pinheiro, Portugal; Isabel Quiros Gonzalez, Spain; Vanessa Rodrı́guez Fanjul,
Spain; Carmen Ruggiero, Italy; Alan Shain, USA; Antonietta Silini, Italy; Tunji Toriola, Finland; Davide
Torti, Italy; Daniela Trisciuoglio, Italy; Anna Wojtalla, Switzerland.

Norwegian Cancer Society Prize

To be announced.

Pezcoller Poster Prizes

Winning posters will be indicated with a Rosette towards the end of each Poster Day.

EACR Research Awards

Judith Anido, Spain; Ludmila Prokunina-Olsson, USA; Olivier Cuvillier, France; Caroline Ford, Australia;
Sotiris Missailidis, UK; David McBride, UK; Alan Shain, USA; Lars Baumbusch, Norway; Christian Ruiz,
Switzerland; Nicola MacLaine, UK; Günther Schneider, Germany.

Susan G Komen for the Cure Scholarships

Pedro Torres, Spain; Magdelena Zajac, Spain; Snehal Pinto Pereira, UK; Ludivine Bochet, France.

The Carcinogenesis Awards

The Anthony Dipple Carcinogenesis Award: David Livingston
The Young Investigator Award: Thomas Helleday

The Mattyasovszky & Meziani Bursary Award

Muriel Lize, Germany


